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ESCHATOLOGY: DOCTRINE OF LAST THINGS 
PART 34 

 
ISRAEL IN THE LAND 

 
In terms of living in the Kingdom, the Bible does not have much to say and what it does 
reveal generally concerns Israel. Israel will be back in the land where they will all wor-
ship Yahweh faithfully and without fail. God will bless them in the land; they will prosper 
and live in peace. They will be the lead nation in the world and salvation will flow out to 
the world from Jerusalem. The Temple will be there and people will come there from 
around the world to worship. Much of the Genesis curse seems to be reversed. There will 
be no illness and no death with the exception of capital punishment. Food supplies will 
be plentiful and so on. It will be an amazing time in human history and we really won’t 
know what it will be like until we get there! 
 
Blessing and cursing promises: Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28. In these chapters, God 
has Moses pronounce blessings on the Israelite people for obedience and curses on 
them for disobedience. It is interesting to note that Deuteronomy 28 there are fourteen 
verses concerning obedience and fifty-four verses concerning the curses for disobedi-
ence. In Leviticus 26 there are thirteen verses concerning obedience and twenty-six 
verses concerning curses for disobedience. In Deuteronomy 28, verses 64-68 are the im-
portant verses for purposes of this study because they proclaim the curse of worldwide 
dispersion from the land. This curse is still operative as millions of Jews are not in the land, 
however, we will see that a regathering in unbelief is well underway at this time and has 
been for nearly 150 years. Even before the Zionist movement got underway at the end 
of the nineteenth century, Russian Jews had been fleeing to Israel to escape the perse-
cution there.  
 
The current worldwide dispersion resulted from the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in 
70 A.D. and was completed in 136 A.D. when the Bar Kochba revolt was put down by 
the Romans. This is not to say there have not always been Jews in the land because 
they have always had some people living there, but during this worldwide disciplinary 
dispersion, the territorial land of Israel has been under foreign control from the first cen-
tury until the establishment of the state of Israel in May,1948. During this dispersion, the 
Jewish people are suffering intense persecution some periods worse than other times. 
We are going to see that the Covenant God made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
will not be forgotten nor will it be abrogated. The biblical covenants are absolutely 
foundational to properly understanding God’s program for history as He has had it re-
vealed in the Word of God. God is faithful; He cannot lie and He will fulfill the covenant 
promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their descendants.  
 
In Leviticus 26:1-13 and in Deuteronomy 28:1-14, God promised blessings to Israel for 
obedience. 
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In Leviticus 26:14-39 and in Deuteronomy 28:15-68, God promised curses for disobedi-
ence including removal from the land. The final disciplinary measure God would impose 
on Israel was and still is worldwide dispersion.  
 
Deuteronomy 28:64–68 64“Moreover, the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from 
one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve other 
gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers have not known. 65“Among those na-
tions you shall find no rest, and there will be no resting place for the sole of your foot; 
but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul. 
66“So your life shall hang in doubt before you; and you will be in dread night and day, 
and shall have no assurance of your life. 67“In the morning you shall say, ‘Would that it 
were evening!’ And at evening you shall say, ‘Would that it were morning!’ because of 
the dread of your heart which you dread, and for the sight of your eyes which you will 
see. 68“The LORD will bring you back to Egypt in ships, by the way about which I spoke to 
you, ‘You will never see it again!’ And there you will offer yourselves for sale to your en-
emies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.”  
 
Leviticus 26:33, 38-39 33‘You, however, I will scatter among the nations and will draw out 
a sword after you, as your land becomes desolate and your cities become waste.… 

38‘But you will perish among the nations, and your enemies’ land will consume you. 39‘So 
those of you who may be left will rot away because of their iniquity in the lands of your 
enemies; and also because of the iniquities of their forefathers they will rot away with 
them.  
 
Replacement theologians are very good at claiming Israel was forever banished from 
the land in 70 A.D. and thereby forfeited all rights to the land forever. But right after God 
promised to banish them as a curse for disobedience in Deuteronomy 28, He promised, 
through an amplification of the Abrahamic Covenant we call the Land Covenant, to 
restore them to the land AFTER these curses have been invoked (Dt. 30:1-10) and Israel 
has been punished for her sins. In Leviticus 26:40-45, God promised Israel she would not 
be permanently rejected because He would be faithful to fulfill the promises He made 
to the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
We can only conclude that to suggest Israel no longer has any rights to the land is a 
denial of the Abrahamic Covenant God made with Abraham and with his descend-
ants. God, who cannot lie and who cannot be unfaithful, gave His Word that Abraham 
and His seed would inherit the land and the same God will be faithful to keep His prom-
ise. It is true that He is looking for a faithful generation of Jewish people with whom the 
Covenant will finally be fulfilled, but that is far different from saying that God has abro-
gated the Covenant due to the unfaithfulness and unbelief of the Jews in past and pre-
sent generations. God is faithful even when we are faithless and He will keep His prom-
ises. The Abrahamic Covenant has never been abrogated and one day it will be com-
pletely fulfilled. We will discuss the covenants in more detail in a later lesson.  



3	
	

 
God promised that Israel will endure forever. 
There are numerous Scriptures that proclaim Israel’s continued existence. Following are 
four powerful, representative examples. 
 
Jeremiah 31:35–37 35Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day And the fixed 
order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves 
roar; The LORD of hosts is His name: 36“If this fixed order departs From before Me,” de-
clares the LORD, “Then the offspring of Israel also will cease From being a nation before 
Me forever.” 37Thus says the LORD, “If the heavens above can be measured And the 
foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of 
Israel For all that they have done,” declares the LORD.  
 
Jeremiah 33:19–26 19The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, 20“Thus says the 
LORD, ‘If you can break My covenant for the day and My covenant for the night, so that 
day and night will not be at their appointed time, 21then My covenant may also be bro-
ken with David My servant so that he will not have a son to reign on his throne, and with 
the Levitical priests, My ministers. 22‘As the host of heaven cannot be counted and the 
sand of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the descendants of David My 
servant and the Levites who minister to Me.’” 23And the word of the LORD came to Jer-
emiah, saying, 24“Have you not observed what this people have spoken, saying, ‘The 
two families which the LORD chose, He has rejected them’? Thus they despise My peo-
ple, no longer are they as a nation in their sight. 25“Thus says the LORD, ‘If My covenant 
for day and night stand not, and the fixed patterns of heaven and earth I have not es-
tablished, 26then I would reject the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, not 
taking from his descendants rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
But I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy on them.’”  
 
Isaiah 66:22 22“For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure 
before Me,” declares the LORD, “So your offspring and your name will endure.  
 
Joel 3:20 20But Judah will be inhabited forever And Jerusalem for all generations.  
 
This is why literal hermeneutics are so important. These Scriptures make it very clear God 
is not and never will be through with Israel. These are very powerful statements that God 
cannot abandon Israel. The sun, the moon, the stars, the sea, and day and night all per-
form their God-given tasks and as long as that happens, Israel will exist in one way or 
another. No one reading these Scriptures, at least according to literal hermeneutics, 
can possibly say Israel is no more and the church is now Israel. Israel and the Jewish 
people are a major component of God’s plan for history; always have been and al-
ways will be. Interpreting these verses as though they are referring to the church de-
stroys any semblance of meaning in the message being presented. God is telling us in 
no uncertain terms that Israel is not finished as a people and Israel is not finished as a 
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nation. God is still dealing with them and God will continue to deal with them as history 
unfolds into the future.  
 
The theology of Dr. Chafer concerning Israel in the land. 
 
The following information may be found in more depth in Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systemat-
ic Theology, volume 7, pages 123-127. Dr. Chafer and the other early dispensational 
theologians did not understand the doctrine of two worldwide dispersions from the land 
and two subsequent worldwide restorations back into the land. We do well to recog-
nize that Chafer was born in 1871 and didn’t embrace dispensational theology until the 
first decade of the twentieth century under the tutelage of C. I. Scofield. Chafer died 
only four years after Israel became a nation. Chafer’s understanding was that the cur-
rent gathering of people into Israel would culminate in the reestablishment of the peo-
ple in the land in belief at the Second Coming of Christ. When dispensational theology 
began to be developed, the Zionist movement had yet to begin and certainly Israel 
was not yet reestablished as a national entity. The movement began during Chafer’s 
lifetime, but long after his birth, and he didn’t really grasp all the Bible taught concern-
ing the dispersions and the regatherings back into the land.  
 
Dr. Chafer identified three periods of dispersion and three regatherings into the land. 
The first was the sojourn into Egypt and the Exodus that followed culminating in the Isra-
elite’s entrance into and possession of the Promised Land, or at least part of it. The se-
cond dispersion/regathering cycle resulted from the Assyrian and Babylonian conquests 
and the return from Babylon seventy years after Judah was conquered and Jerusalem 
was destroyed by the Chaldeans. The third dispersion began in 70 A.D. and continues 
to this day throughout the world even in the midst of repopulating the land via the 
modern state of Israel, and the final regathering will be in belief at the Second Coming.  
 
There are a number of problems with Dr. Chafer’s analysis: 
 
He failed to recognize there will be only two dispersions and two regatherings and both 
would be from the four corners of the earth. The dispersions into Egypt, Assyria, and 
Babylon were not worldwide and the people were not returned to the land from all 
over the world. They were dispersed into specific geographic areas or countries and 
they were recovered from those specific locations back into Israel. Chafer did not con-
sider the regathering of the Jewish people at this time to be one of the restorations spo-
ken of in the Bible. He relegates that to the regathering at the Second Coming. That is 
not correct. The regathering taking place at this time is the first worldwide regathering 
of the Jewish people God predicted would take place. This is the regathering in unbe-
lief for the purpose of judgment and discipline of the Jewish people to prepare them for 
the final restoration which will take place at the Second Coming.  
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Isaiah specifically predicted only two regatherings of the Jews from all over the world. 
This is a definitive Scripture for understanding this doctrine. The context in Isaiah 11 is 
that the prophet is referring to the final establishment of Israel in belief.  
 
Isaiah 11:11–12 11Then it will happen on that day that the Lord Will again recover the se-
cond time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, From Assyria, 
Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea. 12And He 
will lift up a standard for the nations And assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will 
gather the dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth.  
 
Isaiah’s prophecy of this regathering in belief is called the “second” one logically 
meaning there was only one restoration prior to it. Since the regathering in belief is final 
and Israel will never again rebel against the Lord there are only two possible worldwide 
dispersion and restoration, recovery cycles.  
 
Dr. Chafer also failed to recognize the regathering in unbelief and the subsequent dis-
persion during the Tribulation. He simply viewed the current establishment of the nation 
as a prelude to the Second Coming. He failed to understand the worldwide dispersion 
that occurs at the midpoint of the Tribulation. It is only at the end of the Tribulation that 
the second worldwide recovery from the Tribulation dispersion occurs immediately prior 
to the Second Coming and results in the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom. 
 
The regathering in unbelief. 
 
Isaiah 11:11-12 is a prophecy concerning the restoration of Israel for entry into the King-
dom, but because of the way it is worded it proves there are only two worldwide dis-
persions and recoveries. Isaiah 11 is referring to the final, permanent establishment of 
Israel in the land of Israel.  
 
This regathering of Israel into the land in unbelief is a recovery from all over the world. It 
is not a recovery of the Jewish people from a single country or from a small geograph-
ical area of the Middle East. This is a recovery of the Jewish people from every nation 
on earth. It is a regathering out of wrath and a gathering for wrath. They were gathered 
out of the wrath of all the persecutions of the diaspora but they have been particularly 
gathered out of the wrath of the holocaust following World War II. World War I prepared 
the land for Israel when Great Britain issued the Balfour Declaration declaring their in-
tent to establish a land for the Jewish people. This was possible because Turkey, which 
occupied Israel during the Ottoman Empire, was an ally of Germany and their empire 
was lost when they were defeated and England was granted control of the Isra-
el/Jordan area. The plans for the establishment of the nation and the land it would oc-
cupy were made and what is now Jordan was supposed to be part of Israel but Arab 
Muslim opposition caused the land area awarded to Israel to be drastically reduced. 
Great Britain turned on Israel and reneged on their promises to the Jewish people. The 
holocaust of World War II prepared the people for Israel because they realized their on-
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ly hope for freedom from persecution was to have their own country. It hasn’t quite 
worked out that way with the Muslim situation going on in their area, but they are much 
better off in Israel than they were in most other nations of the world. “Civilized” and 
“cultured” Europe has hated the Jews and persecuted them for centuries. The horror of 
the holocaust also created the conditions for the world to allow Israel to become a 
recognized state. People around the world were horrified at what happened to the 
Jewish people in Europe. That mindset hasn’t lasted very long, but it lasted long enough 
to gather the impetus to get Israel reestablished as a modern nation. That could not 
happen today; the UN and most of the nations of the world have completely turned 
against Israel. Nevertheless, it did happen at that time and the nation was established 
on May 14, 1948, when the United Nations granted statehood to Israel. The current re-
gathering is being accomplished with a view towards the time when with a mighty 
hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out God will discipline Israel 
and judge the nations. The context of judgment with mighty hand and an outstretched 
arm, identifies a condition of unbelief. This will manifest in the Tribulation. God’s goal is 
Messianic Kingship, but it will be accomplished through wrath and judgment. All the 
persecution Israel has experience throughout the diaspora and up to this time is not a 
part of this wrath. Instead, it is a continuation of the curses promised in Leviticus 26 and 
Deuteronomy 28. After the final period of wrath and judgment, which we know as the 
Tribulation, those Jews who believe will be brought into the land subject to the New 
Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34); this is the second and final regathering in belief and those be-
lievers will be placed in the land to enjoy the fulfillment of all of God’s covenant prom-
ises to them. [For further study see Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messi-
ah, pages 97-104.]  
 
Daniel clearly articulated the purpose for regathering the people in unbelief in Daniel 
12:7. It is only after God has used the judgment of the Tribulation to break the power of 
the holy people, which we can interpret as the stubborn will of the Jewish people, that 
they will be ready to accept their Messiah. Only then will national regeneration take 
place. Only then will the leadership of Israel of the Jewish people lead them to cry out 
(Mt. 21:43), “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” (Mt. 23:39) and they will 
be saved to be gathered into the land in belief at the end of the Tribulation. 
 
Daniel 12:7 7I heard the man dressed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, as 
he raised his right hand and his left toward heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever 
that it would be for a time, times, and half a time; and as soon as they finish shattering 
the power of the holy people, all these events will be completed.  
 
Ezekiel testified to the regathering in unbelief for the purpose of disciplining the people 
and to prepare them for entry into the Kingdom. The prophet identified the method 
God will use to bring about Israel’s national regeneration.  
 
Ezekiel 20:33–38 33“As I live,” declares the Lord GOD, “surely with a mighty hand and with 
an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out, I shall be king over you. 34“I will bring 
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you out from the peoples and gather you from the lands where you are scattered, with 
a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out; 35and I will 
bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will enter into judgment with 
you face to face. 36“As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the 
land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you,” declares the Lord GOD. 37“I will 
make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant; 38and I 
will purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against Me; I will bring them out 
of the land where they sojourn, but they will not enter the land of Israel. Thus you will 
know that I am the LORD.  
 
Through Ezekiel, God is comparing this judgment with the judgments of the Exodus. God 
judged Egypt with powerful, miraculous acts of judgment that destroyed Egypt to the 
extent it has been a poor and relatively powerless nation ever since. In the same way, 
God is going to judge the Gentile world during the Tribulation. But He is also going to 
judge Israel. “Having regathered His people from the corners of the earth, God will 
bring them into the wilderness of the peoples for the purpose of judging them.… The 
judgment under consideration will be face to face without any intervening parties. So 
that Ezekiel’s contemporaries would have a point of comparison, he likened the com-
ing judgment to God’s dealings with their rebellious ancestors in the wilderness of the 
land of Egypt. Even the method of procedure is outlined in broad sketches. As a shep-
herd’s staff is employed to count the sheep, so the Lord will bring the entire flock under 
the rod, this time with the purpose of separating the godly from the wicked. The godly 
will be purged out; those who have transgressed against the Lord will be brought out of 
the land of their sojourn but denied admission to the land of promise.… This is an exclu-
sive judgment on Israel which will take place during the time of Jacob’s trouble…” 
[Charles Lee Feinberg, The Prophecy of Ezekiel: The Glory of the Lord, pp. 114-115].  
 
Ezekiel 22:17–22 17And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 18“Son of man, the 
house of Israel has become dross to Me; all of them are bronze and tin and iron and 
lead in the furnace; they are the dross of silver. 19“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 
‘Because all of you have become dross, therefore, behold, I am going to gather you 
into the midst of Jerusalem. 20‘As they gather silver and bronze and iron and lead and 
tin into the furnace to blow fire on it in order to melt it, so I will gather you in My anger 
and in My wrath and I will lay you there and melt you. 21‘I will gather you and blow on 
you with the fire of My wrath, and you will be melted in the midst of it. 22‘As silver is melt-
ed in the furnace, so you will be melted in the midst of it; and you will know that I, the 
LORD, have poured out My wrath on you.’”  
 
In this Scripture, Ezekiel is predicting the destruction of Israel at the hands of the Babylo-
nians. However, it is applicable to the end times judgment as a description of that time 
as well. Fruchtenbaum believes it to be a description of the regathering in unbelief. 
“Again, Ezekiel describes a regathering, this time focusing upon the City of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem becomes the furnace of affliction, a common figure pointing to Israel’s need 
for refining. Furthermore, it is also a regathering in unbelief because they are filled with 
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the impurities of brass and iron and lead and tin. They are also regathered for a future 
time of wrath, when the wrath of God will be poured upon them for the purpose of 
melting them and to purify them. As a purified, believing nation, they will then turn to 
the Lord. Here again he speaks of worldwide regathering in unbelief in preparation for a 
specific future judgment, but the purpose of the judgment is to bring them to national 
repentance. Only then will they experience the final worldwide restoration in faith.” [Ar-
nold G. Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah: A Study of the Sequence of Pro-
phetic Events, pp. 101-102]. The allegory that Israel was like an impure metal that need-
ed to be refined in the furnace so the impurities could be removed was a common 
comparison the Lord made with Israel. It was a comparison that included the end times. 
 
Isaiah 1:22, 25 22Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted with water.…  25“I will al-
so turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove 
all your alloy.  
 
Zechariah 13:9 9“And I will bring the third part through the fire, Refine them as silver is re-
fined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer them; 
I will say, ‘They are My people,’ And they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” 
 
Malachi 3:2–3 2“But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when 
He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3“He will sit as a smelter 
and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and sil-
ver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.  
 
In the same way that God compared Israel to impure metals that needed purification 
prior to the Assyrian and Babylonian conquests, Israel needs to undergo the purifying 
fire once again. This time, when the people are refined in the crucible of God’s judg-
ment, they will emerge from the process a faithful, believing nation. 
 
Ezekiel 36:22–24 22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “It is not 
for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you 
have profaned among the nations where you went. 23“I will vindicate the holiness of My 
great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in 
their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,” declares the Lord GOD, 
“when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24“For I will take you from the na-
tions, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.  
 
God makes it clear this really isn’t about Israel at all; it’s about Him and it’s about His ho-
ly name. It is about vindicating His holiness which Israel continually profaned in the midst 
of the nations. Israel didn’t do what God created them to do. “In unmistakable lan-
guage Ezekiel made it clear that the basis of all God’s dealings in grace are never 
predicated on man’s merit, but rather on His holy character and name.… One’s name 
stands for all that an individual is or does. God’s name is both great and holy. For that 
reason He could not allow His wonderful name to be profaned in any sense among the 
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nations because of Israel’s sin and punishment, which did not properly reflect the 
blessed character of their God. In place of the former profanation of His name the Lord 
will see to it that His glorious name is sanctified. God is said to be sanctified when His 
character is made evident to the world, especially in and through those who are in 
covenant relationship to Him.” [Charles Lee Feinberg, The Prophecy of Ezekiel: The Glory 
of the Lord, pp. 208-209].  
 
Through the prophet Isaiah, God told the nation He would refine them in the furnace of 
affliction for His own sake. God is acting for His glory, not for Israel’s sake. Israel’s destiny 
is connected to God’s promises to them which reflects on His character and He will be 
glorified. 
 
Isaiah 48:10–11 10“Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the 
furnace of affliction. 11“For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; For how can My 
name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another.  
 
Zephaniah makes it clear the regathering in unbelief for judgment must take place be-
fore the Day of the Lord begins. Israel must be in the land before the Tribulation can 
begin. No Israel in the land; no Tribulation; no end times.  
 
Zephaniah 2:1–2 1Gather yourselves together, yes, gather, O nation without shame, 
2Before the decree takes effect— The day passes like the chaff— Before the burning 
anger of the LORD comes upon you, Before the day of the LORD’S anger comes upon 
you.  
 
God is going to cause Israel to experience His wrath for the purpose of establishing Him-
self as King over them. He is going to bring them out of all the lands to which He has 
scattered them. This will be God’s judgment on them for all their rebellion and they will 
be paid double for their sins. They will pass under the rod of judgment and disciplined in 
order to be brought into the Covenant. The rebellious ones are going to be purged 
from among the people; only believers will enter the Kingdom. The metallurgy meta-
phor identifies the purging of impurities from among the Israelites. God is going to run 
them through the furnace of judgment in order to remove the dross, the impurities, from 
among them.  It is not for Israel’s sake that God is doing this; it is for vindicating His holy 
name. He is not through with Israel because He made covenantal promises to them 
and He will fulfill them. He created Israel for a purpose and He will see to it that purpose 
is fulfilled.  
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